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Remarks on Teaching a 9/11 Course

Courses focusing entirely on the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 and their aftermath are not the subject of many American Studies courses, or courses anywhere in any department.  There are courses on terrorism and many courses include the events of 9/11, but few concentrate on it, at least from the descriptions of courses.  How teachers actually teach the courses may be different from the course descriptions.  This is the first time I’m teaching this course, and the first time the American Studies Center offers it.

[footnote: the term 9/11 is shorthand for the date of the event.  This is American-centric, as Europe usually puts the day first, and then the month (11.9.01).  The 9/11 name has become more than the date.  It now signifies other concepts, primarily the totality of the experience on the United States and the world, something larger than even the attacks themselves.  It is also a cultural moniker for any large event containing political violence/terrorism, such as when some wondered whether the attacks in Mumbai in 2008 was India’s “9/11.”  Or when some argued when the next “9/11” will come, or whether America needs another 9/11 for further radical social change.] 
Why take – or teach – a course on a terrorist event?  9/11 had a profound impact on almost all aspects of American society.  It has thus far, and it may continue to reverberate in the future.  For how long, I don’t know.  I know they still talk about Pearl Harbor.

Academically, 9/11 had an impact on the social sciences and history.  Sociologists and political scientists ask of 9/11, was this an event that created social change?  If so, what changed?  Can we point to the even of 9/11 and say, this is the point from which all social and political change has come?

Historians will wonder, is 9/11 a dividing point for historical periods?  A nuclear bomb dropped on Hiroshima in 1945 and the Nuclear Age was born.  9/11 was the most profound terrorist even on American soil.  There was a pre-9/11 society and now there is a post 9/11 society.

What is post 9/11 society?  I don’t know.  Everyone says we live in it.  How long will it last?  I’m not sure what pre-9/11 society was, other than 9/11 did not happen yet.  Some take pre-9/11 society to mean a lack of general awareness of non-state-based international terrorism, or the potential for violence by extremists who profess to be religious and who profess to incite terror in the name of Islam.  We will explore the notion of post 9/11 American society and, possibly an entire post 9/11 world.
How to teach a course on 9/11?  There’s a lot to cover.  If we go too deep into the social science literature, how deep do we go?  Do we spend time trying to find which of the hundreds of social science theories is the right one to explain some of the phenomena?  No.  We’d get too deep into these disciplines and be too shallow in the history we need to read.  Also, this is an American Studies department, not a sociology or political science department, and American Studies is eclectic by nature.

What history and how far back do we go?  Do we give a chronology of the events, or do we concentrate on the social and political contexts of those events?  And how much international relations?  Surely IR plays a big part: U.S.s relations with Pakistan, Afghanistan, Sudan, Saudi Arabia and the former USSR is critical to the genesis of the event and to understanding current US policy in the Middle East, Africa, Russia, Europe and elsewhere.

We struck a balance.  Just like Philippe Petit, the French wire-walker who tight-rope-walked between the Twin Towers in 1974, we go only so far in one direction and don’t tempt fate.
Ultimately, the focus of this course is on the various effects of 9/11 on American society.  Always, we ask, how did this affect American Society?  We focus on the social and political aspects, with some attention to its economic impact.  

In this course, we spend four weeks on what happened and why it happened (two weeks in the Weekend section).  Then we survey the main consequences:

-- media’s infatuation with working class heroes, the victims, death, and mis-use of the even for political gain.

--  Politicians’ newfound obsession with national security and their evocations of 9/11.

--  Government reorganization and some weird responses, such as Total Information Awareness and DARPA’s support for a Terror Futures market.

--  The tension between national security and civil liberties, affecting ethnicity and immigration, border control, and including the debate over how to identify the “enemy among us” and what to do with them afterwards.

--  Neoconservative dominance of the Bush White House, leading to the pro-war movement and the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.

--  Rendition flights and secret prisons in Eastern Europe, and the changing image of American in Europe’s eyes.

--  Popular culture’s absorption of 9/11; when was it first acceptable to make jokes and who are we allowed to laugh at?

Some other courses on 9/11:

SEPTEMBER 11 AND TERRORISM: CRIMINAL JUSTICE IMPLICATIONS

Rebecca Maniglia, University of Illinois - Chicago 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course has two primary aspirations. First, I hope to present the fundamental concepts, theories, and background information pertaining to the topic of terrorism in general so that students are able to understand the events of September 11, 2001, in the larger context of world terrorism. Secondly, as this is a criminal justice course, it will address the specific implications of terrorism for students studying law, law enforcement, criminology, and related fields. 

http://www.stopviolence.com/9-11/terrorism/maniglia.htm
HIST219C TERRORISM in the 20th and 21st Centuries Spring 2009

CORE Social or Political History (SH) Course.

Course Description: This course will examine the background and implications of the

September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks and other terrorist acts against the United States and her allies. We will also seek a better understanding of the scope of radical Islam’s war with the West, and the reasons for and use of terrorism throughout the 20th century.

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/wjhs/umcp_scholars/HIST219C_tentative_Syllabus.pdf
SEPTEMBER 11: ROOTS AND AFTERMATH

Spring 2002

Course Description: An exploration of the antecedents, meaning, and possible future repercussions of what happened on

September 11, 2001, through the perspectives of politics, history, literature, the arts, religion, regional studies, and other disciplines. The course will be a combination of lectures and discussions, with guest speakers from both the Brandeis faculty and outside the University.

http://www.start.umd.edu/start/education/syllabi/Brandeis_9-11.pdf
Lecture on What Happened on 9/11?

Clip of 9/11 attacks from 9/11 television archive news summary

What Happened on 9/11 can be explained by inadequate preparedness for an attack of this type and scope on American soil.  Inadequate vision and preparedness includes poor communication between the government agencies whose job it is to provide security and response.  This includes the national leadership.  All of this contributed to the relative “success” of the hijackers’ mission and the deaths of almost 3000 people in the span of 102 minutes.  The heroics of some individuals within the agencies were not enough to overcome an inadequate system.
I.  Overview

Map of WTC site.  9/11 Timeline.  Naudet brothers clip of first plane.  Map of Eastern U.S. and the flight paths from 9/11 Commission report.  If time, Naudet clip of inside the WTC.

From 102 Minutes:  8:46.  A man eating in Windows on the World restaurant atop WTC South hadn’t heard a thing.  Saw people below in the plaza running.  Left a $5 tip on the table and left to investigate (15).

II.  How hijackers got through security

Airports contract job of screening passengers to private firms.  It is a low wage job.  Airline screening routine with little sense of urgency or caution among some of the personnel, including those who checked the hijackers.

III.  Who were the hijackers?

	Name
	Nationality
	Age on 9/11/01
	Social Class
	Role

	KSM
	Kuwait
	36
	Middle
	Mastermind

	Hamalbi
	Indonesia
	?
	?
	Coordinator

	Abd Al Rahim Nashiri
	Saudi Arabia
	?
	?
	Coordinator

	Ramzi binalshibh
	Yemen
	29
	?
	“20th hijacker”

	Mohammad Atta
	Egypt
	33
	Middle
	Pilot

	Marwan al Shehhi
	UAE
	23
	Middle
	Pilot

	Ziad Jarrah
	Lebanon
	26
	Middle
	Pilot

	Hani Hanjour
	Saudi Arabia
	?
	Middle
	Pilot

	14 of the muscle hijackers
	Saudi Arabia
	20-28
	From Lower to Upper
	Muscle

	Fayez Banehammad
	UAE
	20-28
	?
	Muscle


Source:  9/11 Commission Report.  For muscle hijackers, see CIA Analytic Report “The Plot and the Plotters” June 1, 2003 pp. 34-52, but I can not find this report on the internet.
Pilots went to private flight schools in U.S.
IV.  How did the hijackers take over the plane?

Studied airplane procedures.  They also studied previous hijackings and used the sense of routine hijacking against the victims.  They sought to convince the passengers and crew that this was a normal, routine hijacking: “We are returning to the airport”  and “we have a bomb,” etc.  Relied on the familiar and the fear of death.  They chose seats strategically.  First class for pilots and two muscle hijackers and two others in coach.  Coach seated hijackers initiated assault.  Used mace or pepper spray to create buffer zone.  The main idea was to get the pilot hijacker into the cockpit.  They used violence to frighten the passengers and crew.  Box cutters and knives.  No evidence of guns or bombs.

V.  How National Air Defense Failed

FAA and NEADS: poor communication and lack of preparedness for multiple, near simultaneous hijackings.  Failure to identify which planes are hijacked.  Watched t.v. for their information (CNN).

VI.  Lack of coordination between NYPD and FDNY

Heroism and humanity in working within an inadequate system.  FDNY job to go into building.  NYPD for crowd control.  This explains the disparity in deaths.

Fire: 343 dead

NYPD: 23 dead

Port Authority police: 37 dead

NYPD has central coordination: FDNY did not.  Inadequate formal communications systems between these agencies.  For example, NYPD helicopter could not communicate directly to FDNY in the buildings.  9/11 call centers gave conflicting information: stay where you are, rooftop helicopter rescue possible: bad advice and untrue information.  From 102 Minutes:  the assumption was that the building itself is designed to protect the inhabitants in case of emergency.  The rule was that mass evacuation was not necessary.
Clip from Inside 9/11 that illustrates the above.

VII.  National Leadership

President Bush: in Booker Elementary, Florida promoting education bill.  Clip of Florida speech and Barksdale AFB speech.  For most of day flew in AF1, communicated with Cheney, Rumsfeld, Rice.

Cheney:  Secure location, coordinating efforts, communicating shoot down order, concerned about chain of command.

Rumsfeld:  helping at pentagon, coordinating shootdown order.

Rice:  communicating with president, had limited role.

Powell: in Latin America at the time.
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